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POLICE — BRAVERY AWARDS 
Statement by Minister for Police 

MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Police) [2.06 pm]: In my short time as Minister for Police, I have 
gained an even greater appreciation for the often unrecognised tasks that our police do, and the challenges they 
face every shift they work. I recently had the honour of attending the WA Police Force commissioner’s bravery 
awards ceremony, recognising the actions of our police in protecting the community. The ceremony recognised 
32 recipients for their actions in exhibiting the highest standards of selflessness and commitment to the community. 
These awards were presented to officers who placed themselves at considerable personal risk and, in some cases, 
at risk of serious injury or worse. On this occasion, nine officers were awarded the commissioner’s Cross for Bravery, 
which is awarded for carrying out an act of conspicuous courage. Eleven police officers were awarded the 
commissioner’s special commendation for an act of bravery while putting themselves at risk of injury. Nine officers 
received the commissioner’s commendation for their meritorious conduct and devotion to duty under conditions 
of great stress. A further two officers received certificates of outstanding performance for their actions in assisting 
two of their colleagues who confronted an offender during a hostage situation. 
I want to take this opportunity to further highlight some examples of the incidents for which these brave officers 
received these awards. In the course of their actions, nine officers were recognised for placing themselves at great 
danger in disarming and arresting offenders armed with dangerous weapons, including knives and firearms. A further 
five incidents involved officers placing themselves at extreme risk while rescuing individuals who were in need 
of assistance and were trapped by fire. That is five members of the public who owe their lives to the bravery of 
WA police officers. On another occasion, a brave officer entered the water to rescue a driver from a submerged 
motor vehicle. These incidents serve to remind us of the situations our police find themselves in on a regular basis, 
and I am sure that all members will join me in taking this opportunity to acknowledge and congratulate these 
officers for their courage and dedication to duty. 
 


	POLICE — BRAVERY AWARDS
	Statement by Minister for Police


